NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Madeleine Clayton 03/11/2002
Departmental Forms Clearance Officer

Office of the Chief Information Officer

14th and Constitution Ave. NW.

Room 6086

Washington, DC 20230

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has
taken the following action on your request for approval

of anew information collection received on 01/10/2002.
TITLE: Cora Reef Conservation Program Administration
AGENCY FORM NUMBER(S): None

ACTION : APPROVED

OMB NO.: 0648-0448
EXPIRATION DATE: 03/31/2005

BURDEN RESPONSES BURDEN HOURS BURDEN COSTS
Previous 0 0 0
New 78 78 2
Difference 78 78 2

Program Change 78 2
Adjustment 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: None

NOTE: The agency isrequired to display the OMB control
number and inform respondents of itslegal
significance (see 5 CFR 1320.5(b)).

OMB Authorizing Official Title

Donald R. Arbuckle Deputy Administrator, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b. [ 1] None
DOC/NOAA/NOS a. -
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a. [ 1] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title Coral Reef Conservation Program Administration

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords "environmental protection, marine resources'

10. Abstract

The Coral Reef Conservation Grant Program provides funds to broad-based applicants with experience in coral reef conservi
conduct activities to protect and conserve coral reef ecosystems. The information submitted is used to determine: 1) whethel
applicant qualifies for a waiver of matching funds, and 2) if a proposed project is consistent with the coral reef conservation p
authorities with jurisdiction over the area where the project will be carried out.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a. ___Individuals or households d.____ Farms

b. ___ Business or other for-profite. _X Federal Government

c. _X_ Not-for-profit institutions . _P_ State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 38
b. Total annual responses 78
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 50 %
c. Total annual hours requested 78
d. Current OMB inventory 0
e. Difference 78
f. Explanation of difference
78

1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 2
c. Total annualized cost requested 2
d. Current OMB inventory 0
e. Difference 2
f. Explanation of difference )

1. Program change
2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. _P Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: Jonathan Kelsey
Phone: (301) 713-3155 ext. 137

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator or head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or Staff

Office)
Signature Date
signed by Hugh Johnson, NOS Chief Information Officer 11/28/2001
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signed by Richard Roberts 11/28/2001

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Coral Reef Conservation Program Administration —
Matching Funds Waiver and Comment on Proposals

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of infor mation necessary.

The Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 (Act) was passed to provide aframework for
conserving coral reefs. The Coral Reef Conservation Grant Program, under the Act, provides
funds to broad-based applicants with experience in coral reef conservation to conduct activities
to protect and conserve coral reef ecosystems.

The OMB Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) clearanceisfor: 1) requests for awaiver of matching
funds, and 2) comments from authorities with jurisdiction over the area of proposed projects.

A. Requests for a Waiver of Matching Funds

This provision requires applicants that are requesting awaiver of matching funds to provide a
detailed justification explaining the need for the waiver including attempts to obtain sources of
matching funds, how the benefit of the project outweighs the public interest in providing match,
and any other extenuating circumstances preventing the availability of match.

B. Comments from Authorities with Jurisdiction Over the Area of Proposed Projects

This provision requests comments on proposed projects from authorities with jurisdiction over
the area where the project will be carried out. Specifically, agencies will be requested to
comment on: the extent to which the project is consistent with locally-established coral reef
conservation priorities and projects; whether the project has been coordinated with existing or
planned projects; suggestions for improving project coordination and/or technical approach;
whether the applicant will need to obtain a permit or other authorization from the agency for the
project; and appropriate staff points of contact.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the infor mation will be
used.

A. Requests for a Waiver of Matching Funds

Requests for proposals will be made once each fiscal year in the Federal Register. Only those
applicants requesting awaiver of matching funds are required to submit the information in each
proposal application. Theinformation is reviewed by staff to determine if awaiver of matching
fundsisjustified.




B. Comments from Authorities with Jurisdiction Over the Area of Proposed Projects

Requests for proposals will be made once each fiscal year in the Federal Register. Proposals
received will be faxed or mailed to the agencies or authorities with jurisdiction over the area
where the project will be carried out. These entities will have the opportunity to comment on
each proposal. The reviewswill be used to determine if projects are consistent with local
priorities and will be factored into the proposal evaluation process.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of infor mation involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other for ms of
infor mation technoloqgy.

Applicants and Reviewers will be encouraged to submit their information electronically.

4. Describe effortsto identify duplication.

The information is collected on a specific proposal-by-proposal basis and is not otherwise
available. We have not identified any duplication.

5. If the collection of infor mation involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Small businesses and entities are not expected to be involved.

6. Describe the consequencesto the Federal program or policy activitiesif the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If the information collection was not conducted or conducted less frequently, the reviewing
agency personnel would: 1) have a difficult time assessing whether the applicants' projects
outweigh the public interest in requiring a match, and 2) be unable to determine a project’s
consistency with local conservation priorities. The Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000
mandates both of these requirements, and as such NOAA would be unable to appropriately carry
out its mandate.

7. Explain any special circumstances that reguire the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OM B guidelines.

There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to thissubmission. Summarize the public commentsreceived
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describethe effortsto consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recor dkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elementsto be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.




Comments are being solicited from the public through Proposed I mplementation Guidelines
being published in the Federal Register.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or giftsto respondents, other than
remuner ation of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts to respondents are provided.

10. Describe any assur ance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive natur e, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other mattersthat are commonly consider ed

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimatein hours of the burden of the collection of infor mation.

The annual burden for the respondentsis 78 hours.

Match Waiver Request
18 respondents x 1 hour per request x 1 responses = 18 hours

Proposal Comment
20 respondents x 1 hour per request x 3 responses = 60 hours

Annual Burden Hours
78 hours

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepersresulting from the collection.

The annual recipient cost burden from this collection is estimated to be $50.00 per respondent
per year. Specifically, thisincludes coststo mail or fax comments. Thetotal is $1,900.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal gover nment.

The annualized cost burden to the Federal government for this collection is estimated to be $500
per year. Specifically, thisincludes coststo mail or fax proposals to reviewers.

15. Explain thereasonsfor any program changes or adjustmentsreported in ltems 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

Thisis aprogram change resulting from a new collection.



16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plansfor tabulation and
publication.

This collection will not be published.

17. |f seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
infor mation collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

This collection does not seek approval to not display the expiration date.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in [tem 19 of the
OMB 83-I1.

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B. COLLECTIONSOF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



Bl LLI NG CODE 3510-JE

DEPARTMENT OF COVMERCE

Nat i onal Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration

[ Docket No.; 1.D.]

RI'N

Coral Reef Conservation Program Proposed | nplenentation

Gui del i nes

ACGENCY: National QOceanic and At nospheric Adm nistration (NGAA),
Conmer ce.

ACTI ON: Request for comrents on Proposed | npl enentation

Qui delines for the Coral Reef Conservation Program

SUMVARY: The purpose of this docunment is to request comrents on
NCQAA' s proposed | npl ementation Guidelines (CGuidelines) for the
Coral Reef Conservation Program (Program under the Coral Reef
Conservation Act of 2000 (Act). The Act authorizes the Secretary
of Commerce (Secretary), through the NOAA Adm ni strator
(Adm ni strator) and subject to the availability of funds, to
provi de matching grants of financial assistance for coral reef
conservation projects under the Act (Coral Reef Conservation
Program). As per the Act, NOAA has devel oped this set of
proposed | npl enentation Guidelines for the Programfor Fisca
Year (FY) 2002 through FY 2004. NOAA proposes to use severa

exi sting grant prograns and nmechani sns to inpl enent the Program



Fi nal Gui delines and specific Programinformation including
avai |l abl e fundi ng, dates, and detail ed application requirenents
and proposal evaluation criteria will be published annually in a

separate Federal Register solicitation. NOAA is in the process

of devel oping a National Coral Reef Action Strategy (Strategy),
as also required under the Act. The purpose of the Strategy is
to provide an inplenentation plan to advance coral reef
conservation, including a basis for funding allocations to be
made under the Program The Final Strategy will be published
concurrently with the Final Program Guidelines and the FY 2002
Program Solicitation in the first quarter of cal endar year 2002.
The Departnent of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirenents
for Grants and Cooperative Agreenents contained in the Federal
Reqgi ster notice of October 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), will be
applicable to solicitations under this Program This docunent is
not a solicitation for FY 2002 project proposals.

DATES: In order to be considered, coments on this docunent nust

be received by NOAA on or before [insert date 35 days after date

of publication in the FEDERAL REG STER].

ADDRESSES: Only witten coments will be accepted. Please send
your comrents by mail or fax to: David Kennedy, NOAA Cor al
Program Coordi nator, Ofice of Response and Restoration, N ORR
NCOAA Nati onal Ccean Service, 1305 East-West Hi ghway, Silver

Spring, MD 20910, Fax: 301-713-4389.



FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Bill M1 I houser, Pacific
Regi onal Manager, CPD/OCRM N ORM 3, NOAA National COcean Servi ce,
1305 East-West Hi ghway, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 301-713-3155

extension 189, Internet: bill.mll houser @oaa. gov; or Robin

Bruckner, Community-based Restoration Coordi nator, NOAA
Restoration Center, F/HC3, NOAA National Marine Fisheries
Service, 1315 East-Wst H ghway, Silver Spring, M 20910;

301-713-0174 extension 162, Internet: robin.bruckner @oaa. gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:
| . Background

The Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 (16 U S.C. 6401 et
seq.) was enacted on Decenber 14, 2000, for the follow ng
pur poses:

(1) To preserve, sustain and restore the condition of coral
reef ecosystens;

(2) To pronote the wi se managenent and sust ai nabl e use of
coral reef ecosystens to benefit local comunities and the
Nat i on;

(3) To devel op sound scientific information on the condition
of coral reef ecosystens and the threats to such ecosyst ens;

(4) To assist in the preservation of coral reefs by
supporting conservation prograns, including projects that involve
af fected | ocal communities and non-governnental organizations;

(5) To provide financial resources for those prograns and



projects; and

(6) To establish a formal mechanismfor the collecting and
al l ocating of nonetary donations fromthe private sector to be
used for coral reef conservation projects.

Under section 6403 of the Act, the Secretary, through the
NOAA Adm ni strator (Adm nistrator) and subject to the
avai lability of funds, is authorized to provide matching grants
of financial assistance for coral reef conservation projects.
Section 6408(c)of the Act authorizes up to $8,000,000 in each of
FY 2001 through FY 2004 for projects under the Program

As required under section 6403(j) of the Act, NOAA has
devel oped this set of proposed Inplenentation Guidelines for the
Program and t hrough this docunent, is making them avail able for
public review and conment.

NOAA proposes to use several existing grant prograns and
mechani snms to inplenment the Program Each fiscal year the

Programw || publish a Federal Register notice to describe the

avai lability of funds and solicit project proposals. These
annual solicitations, beginning in FY 2002, will provide greater
detail on the year’s programpriorities, application process, and
proposal evaluation criteria. This docunent is not a
solicitation for project proposals.

1. Electronic Access

The Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 can be found on the



Internet at: http://thomas.loc.gov/ (Select Bill Text, then

sel ect 106'" Congress, search on Bill Nunber HR 1653, select H R

1653.EH). Information on the U S. Coral Reef Task Force,
establ i shed June 11, 1998 under Executive Order 13089, can be

found at: http://coralreef.gov.

I11. Coral Reef Conservation Program

The objective of the Programis to provide financial
assi stance for coral reef conservation projects consistent with
the Act and National Coral Reef Action Strategy currently under
devel opnment. NOAA's role in admnistering the Programis to
strengt hen and support the devel opnent and i npl enentati on of
sound coral reef conservation projects, as well as ensure that
t he nost beneficial projects are recommended for funding.
V. Applicant Eligibility Requirenents

As per section 6403(c) of the Act, eligible applicants
i ncl ude: any natural resource managenent authority of a state or
ot her governnent authority with jurisdiction over coral reefs or
whose activities directly or indirectly affect coral reefs or
coral reef ecosystens, or educational or non-governnental
institutions with denponstrated expertise in the conservation of
coral reefs. Each subcategory of funding under this Program as
described in section VII of this docunent, enconpasses a specific
subgroup of eligible applicants, per this section.

As a matter of policy, funding Federal agency activities



under this Programw ||l be a low priority unless such activities
are an essential part of a cooperative project with other
el i gi bl e governnental or non-governnental entities.

NOAA agencies are not eligible for funding under this
Program as funding for such activities is provided for under
section 6406 of the Act (National Program
V. Eligible Coral Reef Conservation Activities

As described in section 6403(g) of the Act, projects
considered for funding under this Program nust be consistent wth
the National Coral Reef Action Strategy, scheduled to be

publ i shed concurrently in the Federal Register with the FY 2002

solicitation for proposals, in the first quarter cal endar year
2002. In addition, per the sane section, the Adm nistrator may
not approve a project proposal unless it will enhance the
conservation of coral reefs by addressing at |east one of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Inplenmenting coral conservation prograns which pronote
sust ai nabl e devel opnment and ensure effective, long-term
conservation of coral reefs;

(2) Addressing the conflicts arising fromthe use of
environnents near coral reefs or fromthe use of corals, species
associated with coral reefs, and coral products;

(3) Enhancing conpliance with aws that prohibit or regul ate

the taking of coral products or species associated with cora



reefs or regulate the use and managenent of coral reef
ecosyst ens;

(4) Devel oping sound scientific information on the condition of
coral reef ecosystens or the threats to such ecosystens,
including factors that cause coral disease;

(5) Pronoting and assisting to inplenent cooperative coral reef
conservation projects that involve affected | ocal communities,
non- gover nment al organi zations, or others in the private sector;

(6) Increasing public know edge and awar eness of coral reef
ecosystens and issues regarding their |ong term conservation;

(7) Mapping the location and distribution of coral reefs;

(8) Devel oping and i nplenmenting techni ques to nonitor and
assess the status and condition of coral reefs;

(9) Devel oping and inplenmenting cost-effective nmethods to
restore degraded coral reef ecosystens; or

(10) Pronoting ecol ogically sound navi gati on and anchor ages
near coral reefs.

VI. Program Fundi ng and Di stribution

Section 6408(c) of the Act authorizes up to $8, 000, 000 for
use by the Secretary for each of FY 2001 through FY 2004 for the
Coral Reef Conservation Program The nunber of i ndividual awards
to be nade each year will depend on the total amount of funds
appropriated for coral reef activities within NOAA and the

portion of those funds that are allocated to this Program The



total annual Program fundi ng anount, suggested ranges for funding
requests, and specific funding categories under which an
appl i cant may choose to be considered will be published in the

Program s annual Federal Register solicitation.

Program fundi ng awarded during any given fiscal year wll be
di stributed, per section 6403(d) of the Act, in the follow ng
manner :

(1) No less than 40 percent of funds avail able shall be
awarded for coral reef conservation projects in the Pacific Ccean
within the maritine areas and zones subject to the jurisdiction
or control of the United States;

(2) No |l ess than 40 percent of funds avail able shall be
awarded for coral reef conservation projects in the Atlantic
Ocean, @l f of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea within the maritine
areas and zones subject to the jurisdiction or control of the
United States; and

(3) Remaining funds shall be awarded for projects that
address enmerging priorities or threats, including internationa
priorities or threats, identified by the Adm nistrator. Wen
identifying emerging threats or priorities, the Adm nistrator nay
consult with the Coral Reef Task Force.

VII. Funding Categories and Mechani snms
In order to ensure adequate funding for each of the purposes

envi si oned under the Act and provide for a bal anced overal



Program existing NOAA prograns will be used to award funds in
the five funding categories described below Each of the five
categories references the general activity and applicant
eligibility requirenments associated with proposals submtted
therein. Specific activity and applicant eligibility informtion
and proposal evaluation criteria for each category, consistent
with GQuideline sections IV. Applicant Eligibility Requirenents,
VI. Funding and Funding Distribution, VIII. Mtching Funds, |X
Application Process, and X. Project Review, will be published in
each year’s solicitation for proposals.

(1) U.S. state and territorial governnent coral reef

conservation activities, as described in section V(1-10) of the

Gui delines (section 6403(g) of the Act) for the purposes of
conprehensi vel y managi ng coral reef ecosystens and associ at ed
fisheries within their jurisdictions. Eligibility to receive an
award is limted to one agency in each state or territory with
jurisdiction over coral reefs, as designated by the respective
governors. These proposals will be reviewed and awarded by the
Nati onal QOcean Service (NOS) Ofice of Ccean and Coastal Resource
Managenent (OCRM per guidelines published June 28, 2001 in the

Federal Reqgister (66 FR 34425), and pursuant to Section 310 of

t he Coastal Zone Managenent Act, under title, Coastal Zone

Managenment Admi ni strati on Awards, CFDA 11.4109.

(2) US. state and territorial governnent coral reef




ecosystem noni toring and/ or assessnment activities, as descri bed

in section V(8) of the CGuidelines (section 6403(g)(8) of the
Act). Such activities include the collection, analysis, and
reporting of long-termcoral reef nonitoring data pursuant to
scientifically valid nethodol ogies and protocols. Eligible
applicants are limted to one natural resource nanagenent
authority in each U S. state or territory with jurisdiction over
coral reefs, as designated by the respective governors.
Cooperative agreenents between these agencies and the NOCS

Nati onal Centers for Coastal and Ccean Science (NCCOS) will be

devel oped wi thout conpetition under title, Financial Assistance

for National Centers of Coastal Ocean Science, CFDA 11.426.

(3) US. state, territorial, or other governnental and non-

governnental entities, not eligible under other cateqories, for

t he purpose of inplenenting cooperative coral reef conservation,
protection, restoration, research, or education projects, as
described in section V(1-10) of the CGuidelines (section 6403(Q)
of the Act). These proposals will be reviewed and awarded by the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service (NVWS) Ofice of Habitat

Conservation under title, Habitat Conservation, CFDA 11.463.

(4) Projects to develop, inprove, or anend Fishery

Managenent Pl ans to conserve, protect and restore coral reef

habitats and associated fishery populations within the U.S.

Excl usi ve Econonic Zone; with the overall goal of inproving the

10



managenent of coral reefs and associ ated organi sns through the
avoi dance of fishing inpacts, ecosystem managenent or simlar
approaches and practices; as described in section V(3) of the
Gui del ines (section 6403(g)(3) of the Act). Eligible applicants
i ncl ude Regional Fishery Managenent Councils with jurisdiction
over coral reefs, as established under the Magnuson- Stevens

Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (16 USC 1801 et seq.).
These proposals will be reviewed and awarded by the NMFS O fice

of Habitat Conservation under title, Habitat Conservation, CFDA

11. 463.

(5) International coral reef conservation projects for the

pur pose of inplenenting cooperative coral reef conservation
activities as described in section V(1-10) of the Cuidelines
(section 6403(g) of the Act). Eligible applicants include all
i nternational governnental and non-governnental entities,
including those in the Freely Associated States of the Pacific.
These proposals will be reviewed and awarded by the NOS

I nternational Programs O fice or the NMFS O fice of Habitat

Conservation, as appropriate, under title, Habitat Conservation,

CFDA 11. 463.

The annual solicitation will establish the range of funds
avai l abl e and specific evaluation criteria for each of these five
categories. NOAA may add additional funding categories in the

annual solicitation based on avail abl e funding and/ or coral reef

11



conservation priorities under the Strategy. Applicants will be
required to specify in their application the category(s) under
whi ch they are applying for funding. Selected applications nmay
be funded and awards adm ni stered by NOAA, through either NMFS or
NOS. Generally, one award will be made for each proposal
accepted for funding.

NOAA wi || determ ne the nost appropriate fundi ng mechani sns
(grant, cooperative agreenent, or interagency agreenent) for
sel ected individual projects, in consultation with the applicant,
based on the degree of direct NOAA invol venent with the project
beyond the provision of financial assistance.

Proposal s from non- Federal applicants that are selected for
funding will be funded either through a project grant or
cooperative agreenent. Selected Federal proposals will be funded
t hrough i nteragency agreenents; however, under the Program such
agreenents must include a |ocal sponsor of the coral reef
conservation project.

VII1. WMatching Funds

As per section 6403(b)(1) of the Act, Federal funds for any
coral conservation project funded under this Program nmay not
exceed 50 percent of the total costs of such project. The match
may conprise a variety of public and private sources and can
i nclude in-kind contributions and ot her non-cash support. NOAA

strongly encourages applicants to | everage as much investnent as

12



possi bl e. Federal funds may not be considered as matching funds.

For applicants who cannot neet the match requirenent, as
per section 6403(b)(2) of the Act, the Secretary may waive all or
part of the matching requirenment if the Adm nistrator determ nes
that the project neets the follow ng two requirenents:

(1) No reasonabl e neans are avail abl e through which an
applicant can neet the matching requirenent, and

(2) The probabl e benefit of such project outweighs the
public interest in such matching requirenent.

Applicants nust specify in their proposal the source and
anount of the proposed match and may be asked to provide letters
of commtnent to confirmstated contributions. 1In the case of a
wai ver request, the applicant nust provide a detailed
justification explaining the need for the waiver, as described in
section | X(6) of these Cuidelines.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision herein, and in
accordance wwth 48 U S.C. 1469a(d), this Program shall waive any
requi renent for |ocal matching funds for any project under
$200, 000 (including in kind contributions) to the governnents of
| nsul ar Areas, defined as the jurisdictions of the U S.

Virgin Islands, Guam Anerican Sanpa, and the Commonweal th of the
Nort hern Mariana | sl ands.
| X. Application Process

NOAA wi I I publish in the Federal Regi ster one annua

13



notification soliciting project proposals, pursuant to these
GQuidelines. Applications submtted in response to solicitation
notices wll be screened for eligibility and conformance with the
Program Gui del i nes.

To submt a proposal, a conplete NOAA standard grants
appl i cation package nmust be filed in accordance with the
guidelines in this docunent and instructions in the Departnent of
Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirenents for Grants and

Cooperative Agreenments contai ned the Federal Reqgister notice of

Oct ober 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917).

A nore detail ed description of specific application
requi renents will be published in the annual solicitation;
however, pursuant to section 6403(e)of the Act and NOAA, each
application nust include the follow ng el enents:

(1) A cover sheet with the nane of the individual or entity
responsi bl e for conducting the project;

(2) A description of the qualifications of the individual(s)
who wi || conduct the project;

(3) A succinct statenent of the purposes of the project,
i ncludi ng the specific geographic |ocation where the project wll
be carried out;

(4) An estimate of the funds and tinme required to conplete
the project including: a detail ed breakdown by category of cost

estimates as they relate to specific aspects of the project, with
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appropriate justification for both the Federal and non-Federa
shar es;

(5) Evidence of support for the project by appropriate
representatives of states or other government jurisdictions in
whi ch the project will be conducted, including obtaining or
proceeding to obtain all applicable State and/ or Federal permts,
consul tations, and consistencies. U S state or territorial
applicants must al so provide evidence of coordination with al
relevant state or territorial agencies, including a |ist of
agenci es consulted in devel opi ng the proposal;

(6) Information regarding the anobunt of matching funding
avai lable to the applicant. 1In the case of a waiver request, the
applicant nust provide a detailed justification explaining the
need for the waiver including attenpts to obtain sources of
mat chi ng funds, how the benefit of the project outweighs the
public interest in providing match, and any other extenuating
circunstances preventing the availability of match;

(7) A description of how the project neets one or nore the
goal s and objectives stated in section V of the Quidelines
(section 6403(g) of the Act); and

(8) Any other information the Adm nistrator considers to be
necessary for evaluating the eligibility of the project for
fundi ng under this title.

In order to streamine the application and award process,
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and to allow NOAA to fully evaluate all coral reef conservation
applications in the context of the overall Program applicants
must indicate under which category(s) (as described in section
VI of these Cuidelines) they are seeking funds, and are
encouraged to submt only one conprehensive application per
solicitation. The Programw || give preference to projects where
requested funding will be used to conpl ete proposed coral reef
conservation activities wwthin a period of 12 nonths fromthe
time the awards are distributed.

X. Project Review

As per section 6203(f) of the Act, NOAA will review eligible
coral reef conservation proposals using an external governnental
review and nerit-based peer review. After such reviews, NOAA
will inplement an internal ranking and sel ection process. The
overall project review and sel ection process will include the
following five steps:

(1) NOAA will request and consider witten comrents on the
proposal from each Federal agency, state governnent, or other
government jurisdiction, including the relevant regional Fishery
Managenment Councils established under the Magnuson- Stevens
Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (16 U . S.C. 1801 et seq.),
or any National Marine Sanctuary, with jurisdiction or managenent
authority over coral reef ecosystens in the area where the

project is to be conducted. Pursuant to this requirenent of the
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Act, NOAA will apply the follow ng standard in requesting
coment s:

(A) Proposals for projects in state or territorial
wat ers, including Federal marine protected areas in such
waters (e.g. National Mrine Sanctuaries), wll be submtted
to that state or territorial governnment’s designated U. S.
Coral Reef Task Force point of contact for comment;

(B) Proposals for projects in Federal waters will be
submtted to the rel evant Fishery Managenent Council for
coment ;

(C Proposals for projects which require Federal
permts will be submitted to the Federal agency which issued
the permt for comrent;

(D) Proposals for projects in Federal marine protected
areas managed by Federal agencies (e.g. National WIldlife
Ref uges, National Parks, National Marine Sanctuaries, etc.)
wll be submtted to the respective Federal nanagenent
authority for comment; and

(E) NOAA will seek comments from ot her governnment
entities, authorities, and/or jurisdictions, including
international entities for projects proposed outside of U S
wat ers, as necessary based on the nature and scope of the
proposed project.

Specifically, agencies will be requested to comment on: the
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extent to which the project is consistent wwth |locally
established coral reef conservation priorities and projects;

whet her the project has been coordinated with existing or planned
proj ects; suggestions for inproving project coordination and/or
techni cal approach; and appropriate staff points of contact.

Each entity will be provided 21 days to review and conment on
subj ect proposals. Comments submtted will be part of the public
record.

(2) Each NOAA programoffice will provide for a nerit-based
peer review and standardi zed docunentation of that review for
proposal s consi dered appropriate for funding under their
respective category(s). Each proposal will be reviewed by a

m ni mum of three individuals with knowl edge of the subject of the

proposal. Each reviewer will submt a separate and individua
review and reviewers will not provide a consensus opinion. The
identities of the peer reviewers will be kept anonynous to the

degree permtted by law. Specific evaluation criteria for
projects submtted under each funding category will be published

in each annual Federal Regqgister solicitation.

(3) Each NOAA Program O fice will subsequently inplenment an
internal review process to rank each proposal that is appropriate
for funding under their program based upon consi deration of:
comments and recomendati ons fromthe reviews under paragraphs

(1) and (2), and their evaluation of each proposal consistent
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with the five followng criteria:

(A) Direct Benefit to Coral Reef Resources and

Ecosystens: NOAA wi || eval uate proposals based on the

potential of the project to neet goals and objectives stated
in section 6403(g) of the Act.

(B) Technical Merit and Adequacy of |nplenentation

Plan: Proposals will be evaluated on the technical
feasibility of the project and the qualifications of project
| eaders and/or partners based on denonstrated abilities to:
(i) Deliver the conservation objective stated in
t he proposal;
(ii) Provide educational benefits, where
appropri at e;
(ti1) Incorporate assessnent of project success in
ternms of neeting the proposed objectives;
(iv) Denobnstrate that the conservation activity
w || be sustainable and | ong-I asting;
(v) Provide assurance that inplenmentation of the
project wll nmeet all state environnmental |aws and
Federal consistency requirenments by obtaining or
proceeding to obtain applicable permts and
consul tations; and

(C) Past Perfornmance: Proposals will be evaluated on

t he previous acconplishnents of the applicants in achieving
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coral reef conservation objectives simlar to those outlined
in section V. Eligible Coral Reef Conservation Activities of
these CGuidelines. Applicants submtting their first coral
reef conservation project should docunent past experience in
rel ated activities;

(D) Consistency with the National Coral Reef Action

Strategy and the National Action Plan to Conserve Coral

Reefs: Proposals will be evaluated on how well they neet the
respective programmati c goals and objectives (e.g. goals and
objectives for restoration) outlined in the National Coral
Reef Action Strategy, currently under devel opnent pursuant
to Section 6402 of the Act, and the National Action Plan to

Conserve Coral Reefs (U S. Coral Reef Task Force, 2000,

http://coralreef.gov). Applicants are strongly encouraged
to review both docunents and identify in their application
t he specific conservation objectives that their project
proposal wi Il address; and

(E) Cost-effectiveness and Budget Justification:

Proposals wll be evaluated on their ability to denonstrate
that significant benefit will be generated for the nost
reasonable cost. Projects will also be reviewed in terns of
their need for funding and the ability of NOAA funds to act
as a catalyst to inplenent projects and precipitate

partnershi ps and ot her sources of funding to achieve
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conservation objectives. Preference wll be given to

projects that will be conpleted within a period of 12 nonths

fromthe time the awards are distri buted;

(4) A NOAA revi ew panel made up of representatives from each
NCAA program office will review the project rankings from each
program of fi ce and make consensus-based, final project selections
and fundi ng reconmmendations to be presented to the NOAA
Adm ni strator, or his designee, for final approval. The review
panel and Adm nistrator, or designee, will ensure that the Act
requi renents for geographic funding distribution and consi st ency
with the overall Programgoals outlined in the Strategy have been
met. NOAA reserves the right to consult with applicants, prior
to making an award, to determ ne the exact anmount of funds to be
awar ded, as well as the nost appropriate funding category and
mechani sm under which to consider the project for funding; and

(5) NOAA will provide witten notification of a proposal’s
approval or disapproval to each applicant within 6 nonths of
submtting a coral reef conservation proposal. Simlarly, NOAA
wll also provide witten notification of a project’s approval to
each State or other government jurisdiction that provided
comment s and/or reviews.

Def i nitions:
In this Program

(1) Adm nistrator neans the Adm nistrator of the National
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Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm ni stration.

(2) Conservation neans the use of nmethods and procedures
necessary to preserve or sustain corals and associ ated species as
di verse, viable, and self-perpetuating coral reef ecosystens,
including all activities associated with resource managenent,
such as assessment, conservation, protection, restoration,
sust ai nabl e use, and managenent of habitat; mapping; habitat
nmoni tori ng; assistance in the devel opnment of managenent
strategies for marine protected areas and mari ne resources
consistent with the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U S.C
1431 et seq.) and the Magnuson- Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Managenment Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.); |aw enforcenent;
conflict resolution initiatives; community outreach and
education; and that pronote safe and ecol ogically sound
navi gati on.

(3) Cooperative Agreenent nmeans a legal instrument reflecting a
rel ati onshi p between the Departnent of Comerce (DoC) and a
reci pi ent whenever: (1) the principal purpose of the relationship
is to transfer noney, property, services or anything of value to
acconplish a public purpose of support or stinulation authorized
by Federal statute, and (2) substantial involvenent (e.g.
col | aboration, participation, or intervention by DoC in the
managenent of the project) is anticipated between DoC and the

reci pient during performance of the contenplated activity.
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(4) Coral neans species of the phylum Cnidaria, including-—

(A) all species of the orders Antipatharia (black corals),
Scleractinia (stony corals), Gorgonacea (horny corals),
Stol oni fera (organpi pe corals and others), Al cyanacea (soft
coral s), and Coenothecalia (blue coral), of the class

Ant hozoa; and

(B) all species of the order Hydrocorallina (fire corals and
hydrocoral s) of the class Hydrozoa.

(5) Coral Reef nmeans any reefs or shoals conposed primarily of
coral s.

(6) Coral Reef Ecosystem neans coral and other species of reef
organi snms (including reef plants) associated with coral reefs,
and the non-living environnmental factors that directly affect
coral reefs, that together function as an ecological unit in
nat ur e.

(7) Coral Products nmeans any |iving or dead specinens, parts,
or derivatives, or any product containing specinens, parts, or
derivatives, of any species referred to in paragraph (3).

(8) Grant neans a legal instrunent reflecting a relationship
bet ween DoC and a reci pient whenever: (1) the principal purpose
of the relationship is to transfer noney, property, services, or
anyt hing of value in order to acconplish a public purpose of
support or stinulation authorized by Federal statute, and (2) no

substantial involvenent is anticipated between DoC and the
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reci pient during the performance of the contenplated activity.

(9) Interagency Agreenent, for the purposes of these
Gui delines, neans a witten docunent containing specific
provi si ons of governing authorities, responsibilities, and
fundi ng, entered into between NOAA and anot her Federal agency
where NOAA is funding the other Federal agency, pursuant to the
Act .

(10) Secretary means the Secretary of Commrerce.

(11) State nmeans any State of the United States that contains a
coral reef ecosystemwthin its seaward boundaries, Anerican
Sanba, Guam the Northern Mariana |Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands, and any other territory or possession of the
United States, or separate sovereign in free association with the
United States, that contains a coral reef ecosystemwthin its
seaward boundari es.

Classification: This is a new Programand will be added to the
Catal og of Federal Donestic Assistance under the Coastal Zone
Managenment Act (11.419), Financial Assistance for National
Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (11.426), and Habitat
Conservation (11.463). The Program uses only the existing NOAA
Federal assistance application package requirenents per 15 CFR
parts 14 and 24.

The programwi || determ ne NEPA conpliance on a project by

proj ect basis.
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This action has been determ ned to be not significant for
pur poses of Executive Order 12866.

The use of the standard grants application package referred
to in this notice involves collection-of-information requirenents
subj ect to the Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of Standard
Forms 424, 424A, 424B, and SF-LLL have been approved by OVB under
the respective control nunmbers 0348-0043, 0348-0044, 0348-0040,
and 0348-0046.

The proposed gui delines also contain new coll ection-of -

i nformati on requirenments subject to review and approval by the

O fice of Managenent and Budget (OWVB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act. These requirenents will be submtted to OVB for
approval. Public reporting burden for these collections of
information is estimated to average one hour per request for a
mat chi ng funds wai ver (section | X(6) of these Cuidelines) and one
hour per comment on proposals (section X(1) of these Guidelines),
including the tine for review ng instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and
conpleting and reviewi ng the collection of information.

Public comrent is sought regardi ng: whether this proposed
collection of information is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including whether the information
shal | have practical utility; the accuracy of the burden

estimate; ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of
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the information to be collected; and ways to m nim ze the burden
of the collection of information, including through the use of
automated col l ection techniques or other forns of infornmation
technol ogy. Send comments on these or any other aspects of the
collection of information to NOAA Ofice of Response and
Restorati on at the ADDRESSES above, and to OMB at the O fice of
I nfformati on and Regul atory Affairs, Ofice of Managenent and
Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503 (Attention: NOAA Desk O ficer).
Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of Iaw, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to conply with, a collection of information
subj ect to the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection

di splays a currently valid OVB control nunber.

Dat ed:

Scott Cudes
Acting Under Secretary
for Oceans and At nosphere/ Adm ni strat or

and Deputy Under Secretary
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H.R.1653

Fur Seal Act of 1966 (Engrossed in House)

TITLE 1I--CORAL REEF CONSERVATION

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

Thistitle may be cited asthe "Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000'.

SEC. 202. PURPOSES.

The purposes of thistitle are--
(1) to preserve, sustain, and restore the condition of coral reef ecosystems;

(2) to promote the wise management and sustainable use of coral reef ecosystemsto
benefit local communities and the Nation;

(3) to develop sound scientific information on the condition of coral reef ecosystems and
the threats to such ecosystems;

(4) to assist in the preservation of coral reefs by supporting conservation programs,
including projects that involve affected local communities and nongovernmental
organizations,

(5) to provide financial resources for those programs and projects; and

(6) to establish aformal mechanism for collecting and allocating monetary donations from
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the private sector to be used for coral reef conservation projects.

SEC. 203. NATIONAL CORAL REEF ACTION STRATEGY.

(@) IN GENERAL- Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and to the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives and publish in the
Federal Register anational coral reef action strategy, consistent with the purposes of thistitle. The
Administrator shall periodically review and revise the strategy as necessary. In developing this
national strategy, the Secretary may consult with the Coral Reef Task Force established under
Executive Order 13089 (June 11, 1998).

(b) GOALS AND OBJECTIVES- The action strategy shall include a statement of goals and
objectives as well as an implementation plan, including a description of the funds obligated each
fiscal year to advance coral reef conservation. The action strategy and implementation plan shall
include discussion of --

(1) coastal uses and management;

(2) water and air quality;

(3) mapping and information management;
(4) research, monitoring, and assessment;
(5) international and regional issues;

(6) outreach and education;

(7) local strategies developed by the States or Federal agencies, including regional fishery
management councils; and

(8) conservation, including how the use of marine protected areas to serve as
replenishment zones will be developed consistent with local practices and traditions.

SEC. 204. CORAL REEF CONSERVATION PROGRAM.

(@) GRANTS- The Secretary, through the Administrator and subject to the availability of funds,
shall provide grants of financial assistance for projects for the conservation of coral reefs
(hereafter in thistitle referred to as "coral conservation projects), for proposals approved by the
Administrator in accordance with this section.



(b) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS

(1) 50 percent- Except as provided in paragraph (2), Federal funds for any coral
conservation project under this section may not exceed 50 percent of the total cost of such
project. For purposes of this paragraph, the non-Federal share of project costs may be
provided by in-kind contributions and other noncash support.

(2) WAIVER- The Administrator may waive al or part of the matching requirement under
paragraph (1) if the Administrator determines that no reasonable means are available
through which applicant can meet the matching requirement and the probable benefit of
such project outweighs the public interest in such matching requirement.

(c) ELIGIBILITY- Any natural resource management authority of a State or other government
authority with jurisdiction over coral reefs or whose activities directly or indirectly affect coral
reefs, or coral reef ecosystems, or educational or nongovernmental institutions with demonstrated
expertise in the conservation of coral reefs, may submit to the Administrator a coral conservation
proposal under subsection (e).

(d) GEOGRAPHIC AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY - The Administrator shall ensure that
funding for grants awarded under subsection (b) during afiscal year are distributed in the
following manner:

(1) No less than 40 percent of funds available shall be awarded for coral conservation
projectsin the Pacific Ocean within the maritime areas and zones subject to the jurisdiction
or control of the United States.

(2) No less than 40 percent of the funds available shall be awarded for coral conservation
projects in the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea within the
maritime areas and zones subject to the jurisdiction or control of the United States.

(3) Remaining funds shall be awarded for projects that address emerging priorities or
threats, including international priorities or threats, identified by the Administrator. When
identifying emerging threats or priorities, the Administrator may consult with the Coral
Reef Task Force.

(e) PROJECT PROPOSALS- Each proposal for a grant under this section shall include the
following:

(1) The name of the individual or entity responsible for conducting the project.

(2) A description of the qualifications of the individuals who will conduct the project.



(3) A succinct statement of the purposes of the project.
(4) An estimate of the funds and time required to compl ete the project.

(5) Evidence of support for the project by appropriate representatives of States or other
government jurisdictions in which the project will be conducted.

(6) Information regarding the source and amount of matching funding available to the
applicant.

(7) A description of how the project meets one or more of the criteriain subsection (g).

(8) Any other information the Administrator considers to be necessary for evaluating the
eligibility of the project for funding under this title.

(f) PROJECT REVIEW AND APPROVAL-

(1) IN GENERAL- The Administrator shall review each coral conservation project
proposal to determine if it meets the criteria set forth in subsection (g).

(2) REVIEW; APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL- Not later than 6 months after receiving
aproject proposal under this section, the Administrator shall--

(A) request and consider written comments on the proposal from each Federal
agency, State government, or other government jurisdiction, including the relevant
regional fishery management councils established under the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), or any
National Marine Sanctuary, with jurisdiction or management authority over coral
reef ecosystems in the area where the project is to be conducted, including the
extent to which the project is consistent with locally-established priorities;

(B) provide for the merit-based peer review of the proposal and require
standardized documentation of that peer review;

(C) after considering any written comments and recommendations based on the
reviews under subparagraphs (A) and (B), approve or disapprove the proposal; and

(D) provide written notification of that approval or disapproval to the person who
submitted the proposal, and each of those States and other government jurisdictions
that provided comments under subparagraph (A).



(g) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL- The Administrator may not approve a project proposal under
this section unless the project is consistent with the coral reef action strategy under section 203
and will enhance the conservation of coral reefs by--

(1) implementing coral conservation programs which promote sustainable devel opment
and ensure effective, long-term conservation of coral reefs;

(2) addressing the conflicts arising from the use of environments near coral reefs or from
the use of corals, species associated with coral reefs, and coral products;

(3) enhancing compliance with laws that prohibit or regulate the taking of coral products or
species associated with coral reefs or regulate the use and management of coral reef
ecosystems,

(4) developing sound scientific information on the condition of coral reef ecosystems or
the threats to such ecosystems, including factors that cause coral disease;

(5) promoting and assisting to implement cooperative coral reef conservation projects that
involve affected local communities, nongovernmental organizations, or othersin the
private sector;

(6) increasing public knowledge and awareness of coral reef ecosystems and issues
regarding their long term conservation;

(7) mapping the location and distribution of coral reefs;

(8) developing and implementing technigues to monitor and assess the status and condition
of coral reefs;

(9) developing and implementing cost-effective methods to restore degraded coral reef
ecosystems; or

(10) promoting ecologically sound navigation and anchorages near coral reefs.

(h) PROJECT REPORTING- Each grantee under this section shall provide periodic reports as
required by the Administrator. Each report shall include all information required by the
Administrator for evaluating the progress and success of the project.

(i) CORAL REEF TASK FORCE- The Administrator may consult with the Coral Reef Task
Force to obtain guidance in establishing coral conservation project priorities under this section.



() IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES- Within 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall promulgate necessary guidelines for implementing this section. In

devel oping those guidelines, the Administrator shall consult with State, regional, and local entities
involved in setting priorities for conservation of coral reefs and provide for appropriate public
notice and opportunity for comment.

SEC. 205. CORAL REEF CONSERVATION FUND.

(8) FUND- The Administrator may enter into an agreement with a nonprofit organization that
promotes coral reef conservation authorizing such organization to receive, hold, and administer
funds received pursuant to this section. The organization shall invest, reinvest, and otherwise
administer the funds and maintain such funds and any interest or revenues earned in a separate
interest bearing account, hereafter referred to as the Fund, established by such organization solely
to support partnerships between the public and private sectors that further the purposes of this Act
and are consistent with the national coral reef action strategy under section 203.

(b) AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT DONATIONS- Pursuant to an agreement entered into
under subsection (@) of this section, an organization may accept, receive, solicit, hold, administer,
and use any gift to further the purposes of thistitle. Any moneys received as a gift shall be
deposited and maintained in the Fund established by the organization under subsection (a).

(c) REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE- The Administrator shall conduct a continuing review of the
grant program administered by an organization under this section. Each review shall include a
written assessment concerning the extent to which that organization has implemented the goals
and requirements of this section and the national coral reef action strategy under section 203.

(d) ADMINISTRATION- Under an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (@), the
Administrator may transfer funds appropriated to carry out thistitle to an organization. Amounts
received by an organization under this subsection may be used for matching, in whole or in part,
contributions (whether in money, services, or property) made to the organization by private
persons and State and local government agencies.

SEC. 206. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE.

The Administrator may make grantsto any State, local, or territorial government agency with
jurisdiction over coral reefs for emergencies to address unforeseen or disaster-related
circumstance pertaining to coral reefs or coral reef ecosystems.

SEC. 207. NATIONAL PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL- Subject to the availability of appropriations, the Secretary may conduct



activitiesto conserve coral reefs and coral reef ecosystems, that are consistent with thistitle, the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972.

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES- Activities authorized under subsection (@) include--

(1) mapping, monitoring, assessment, restoration, and scientific research that benefit the
understanding, sustainable use, and long-term conservation of coral reefs and coral reef
ecosystems,

(2) enhancing public awareness, education, understanding, and appreciation of coral reefs
and coral reef ecosystems;

(3) providing assistance to States in removing abandoned fishing gear, marine debris, and
abandoned vessels from coral reefs to conserve living marine resources; and

(4) cooperative conservation and management of coral reefs and coral reef ecosystems
with local, regional, or international programs and partners.

SEC. 208. EFFECTIVENESS REPORTS.

(8) GRANT PROGRAM- Not |ater than 3 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives areport that documents
the effectiveness of the grant program under section 204 in meeting the purposes of thistitle. The
report shall include a State-by-State summary of Federal and non-Federal contributions toward
the costs of each project.

(b) NATIONAL PROGRAM- Not later than 2 years after the date on which the Administrator
publishes the national coral reef strategy under section 203 and every 2 years thereafter, the
Administrator shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives areport describing all
activities undertaken to implement that strategy, under section 203, including a description of the
funds obligated each fiscal year to advance coral reef conservation.

SEC. 209. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(@) IN GENERAL- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry out thistitle
$16,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004, which may remain available
until expended.



(b) ADMINISTRATION- Of the amounts appropriated under subsection (a), not more than the
lesser of $1,000,000 or 10 percent of the amounts appropriated, may be used for program
administration or for overhead costs incurred by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration or the Department of Commerce and assessed as an administrative charge.

(c) CORAL REEF CONSERVATION PROGRAM- From the amounts appropriated under
subsection (@), there shall be made available to the Secretary $8,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004 for coral reef conservation activities under section 204.

(d) NATIONAL CORAL REEF ACTIVITIES- From the amounts appropriated under subsection
(@), there shall be made available to the Secretary $8,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2001, 2002,
2003, and 2004 for activities under section 207.

SEC. 210. DEFINITIONS.

In thistitle:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR- The term "Administrator' means the Administrator of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

(2) CONSERVATION- The term "conservation' means the use of methods and procedures
necessary to preserve or sustain corals and associated species as diverse, viable, and self-
perpetuating coral reef ecosystems, including all activities associated with resource
management, such as assessment, conservation, protection, restoration, sustainable use,
and management of habitat; mapping; habitat monitoring; assistance in the development of
management strategies for marine protected areas and marine resources consistent with the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.) and the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.); law enforcement;
conflict resolution initiatives, community outreach and education; and that promote safe
and ecologically sound navigation.

(3) CORAL- Theterm "cora' means species of the phylum Cnidaria, including--

(A) al species of the orders Antipatharia (black corals), Scleractinia (stony corals),
Gorgonacea (horny corals), Stolonifera (organpipe corals and others), Alcyanacea
(soft corals), and Coenothecalia (blue coral), of the class Anthozoa; and

(B) all species of the order Hydrocorallina (fire corals and hydrocorals) of the class
Hydrozoa.

(4) CORAL REEF- Theterm "coral reef' means any reefs or shoals composed primarily of



corals.

(5) CORAL REEF ECOSY STEM- The term "coral reef ecosystem' means coral and other
species of reef organisms (including reef plants) associated with coral reefs, and the
nonliving environmental factors that directly affect coral reefs, that together function as an
ecological unit in nature.

(6) CORAL PRODUCTS- Theterm "coral products means any living or dead specimens,
parts, or derivatives, or any product containing specimens, parts, or derivatives, of any
species referred to in paragraph (3).

(7) SECRETARY - Theterm "Secretary' means the Secretary of Commerce.

(8) STATE- Theterm "State' means any State of the United States that contains a coral reef
ecosystem within its seaward boundaries, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana
Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, and any other territory or possession of the
United States, or separate sovereign in free association with the United States, that
contains a coral reef ecosystem within its seaward boundaries.

TITLE I--MISCELLANEOUS

SEC. 301. GREAT LAKES FISHERY ACT OF 1956.

Section 3(a) of the Great Lakes Fishery Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 932(a)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

*(3) Individuals serving as such Commissioners shall not be considered to be Federal employees
while performing such service, except for purposes of injury compensation or tort claims liability
as provided in chapter 81 of title 5, United States Code, and chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code.'.

SEC. 302. TUNA CONVENTIONS ACT OF 1950.

Section 3 of the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950 (16 U.S.C. 952) is amended by inserting before
"Of such Commissioners--' the following: “Individuals serving as such Commissioners shall not
be considered to be Federal employees while performing such service, except for purposes of
Injury compensation or tort claims liability as provided in chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code, and chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code.'.
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